
 

STEM Collegiate - School Council Minutes 
September 15, 2026 – 6:00 PM 

 

Location Microsoft Teams 
Attendance Paul Harnish, Isha Katyal, Tanya Baker, Jessica Palsat, Emmanuella Adole  

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 6:06 p.m.  

Approval of Agenda 

The agenda was reviewed and approved.  

Principal's Report 

Mr. Harnish provided an update on school operations and growth. STEM Collegiate has 
reached approximately 525 students across 19 cohorts and is operating at full capacity. 
Updates were shared regarding the school's digital bootcamp, responsible AI learning 
initiatives, digital student portfolios, dual-credit opportunities, internships, and planning 
for the first graduating class. Planning funding has also been announced for a future 
Grade 7-12 STEM Collegiate school in Heritage Valley.  

School Programs and Partnerships 

Discussion focused on post-secondary partnerships, summer school programming, and 
student opportunities. Council members discussed the importance of continuing 
relationships with major research universities while maintaining strong partnerships 
with local post-secondary institutions. Administration shared plans for a future 
university information evening involving Edmonton-area institutions. Parent 
representatives noted increased engagement through social media and school 
communications.  

New Business 

Swim Club Ms. Katyal raised a request on behalf of her son who is interested in 
establishing a school swim club. Administration agreed to investigate the feasibility of 
the program and follow up with staff regarding student interest and next steps.  



Science Lab Seating Emmanuella raised concerns regarding seating arrangements in 
a Grade 10 science classroom. Administration acknowledged the concern and agreed to 
review available options and report back at a future meeting.  

Transportation Update Ms. Palsat shared a concern regarding ongoing bus delays and 
reliability. Administration reported that some routes continue to be impacted by 
construction and traffic congestion in south Edmonton. Ongoing route adjustments and 
collaboration with the Transportation Department are being undertaken to improve 
service.  

School Council Representation Discussion occurred regarding possible grade-level, 
junior high, high school, and teacher representation on School Council. Administration 
will review operating procedures and bring recommendations to a future meeting.  

Action Items 

• Investigate the feasibility of a school swim club and report back. (Mr. Harnish) 
• Review science lab seating arrangements and provide an update. (Mr. Harnish) 
• Review School Council representation options, including teacher participation. 

(Mr. Harnish) 

Next Meeting 

October 20, 2026.  

Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 6:44 p.m 
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